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with wonderful directness and simplicity the
struggle between passion and duty which is
the motive of the story- In this and in many
other works of the school the fine poetic feeling
and depth of expression more than compensate
for obvious technical deficiencies. The story is
told in the Mahabharata thus : l
There was a supreme contest between the
gods and asuras for the sovereignty of the three
worlds- To control the sacrifices by which the
victory would be decided, the gods chose for
their priest the sage Vrihaspati; the asums
appointed Sukra as theirs. Sukra knew the secret
of reviving the dead, and by his wonderful science
restored to life all the enemies of the gods as soon
as they were slain. The gods, in despair, begged
Kacfaa, the eldest son of Vrihaspati, to present
himself to Stikra as a disciple, so that he might
learn from him the mighty secret. Kacha con-
sented and, after taking the vow of disclplesfaip,
was received by Sukra. He speedily ingratiated
himself in his master's favour, and by singing,
dancing, and music won the heart of his fair
daughter, Devajani
When five himdred years of Ms discipleship
had passed, the asuras discovered Kacha's inten-
tion, and finding him alone in the woods fending
Ms preceptor's kinc they dew Mm, hacked Ms
body to pieces, and gave them to be devoured
1 See vol. i Roy's trMdafcan. pp,